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OPERATIONS IN SIC. VA. AND N. 0. 


3aU} ill the afternoon, when 3.1m enemy ceased lirin 
mornin# a. 11a# of truce ea,mo in with one .Major Ite; 
verbally that lm had come by direction of (lenoral 11< 
LIm surrender of tho place, as they had possession of 1.1 
tho railroad, &,<*. I directed one of my aidos-do-enni[ 
III‘ad and l.o say to liim that Ids delicate jest, was duly 
mu, but, that, hu must, leave in one-half hour, or we s' 
him. Ho loft immediately, and i have heard nofl 
since. 

The forces on the railroad between this place and P 
fold by two deserters,, consisted of three brigades of II 
Walker, all commanded by Walker, with, some fifty o 
artillery. I believe very iitfleof what I hear, a.ud a.I 
formation may be correct 1. doubt if- -that, is, .1 doubt 
lar#o a force. < hir artillery 'practice was excellent, a 
say that, quite a number, somethin# more than -ID^w 
da.y 3. a,m bavin# the ra,ilroad repaired, the fele#raj>h 
<Scc., and before another da,y l hope to have, our conn 
Mo re head open, i sent, a steamer to Ilea, u fort in the 
bib. She lias just, returned, and I learn from (‘oloni 
mandin# t.Jin Sub-V)istricf of Beaufort, that, he is all 
that 1m will be able to .hold out 1. firmly believe a# 
that may attack him. 

Tho inclosed copy of a, letter from (hi plain Sini 
nflieer, will explain flm opera,l ions a#ainsl, I ho “ ra 
ma,rlo Sound. Lieutenant, Kin#, of the ICn#ineers, 
Dossed the en#a,#emenf with flm ram, and 1 t-liink it, 
al1:air. r rhe Sassaous ran info the rani with all the 
but. slm could, neither sink her nor roll her over. A 
piefely 1,1 1 rou#h, tho Snssarus, penefrafin# the boil 
mail, and sealdin# badly some I Sot,hers. 

The torpedoes are now in the mouth of the Uo; 
uofwil.hstandin# I,he formidable character of the ra 
from ber here. The rebel force that came here ex| 
tind the .Boanoko rani here. I am conlideiil of in 
everythin# here. The. #rcafcsf ditlienlfy I ha,vo 
is the trouble a.risin# from (,he timid persons, won 
and contrabands, who a,re badly seared. We have, 
hui#lied I,he .most, of them out. of their fears. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

t. N. 

Hr i< 

Maj. ’ll. S. Davis, 

-•I. -j. (7., Dv})L of I'd. mill N. ('., h'nrf n .s\v 


| luctuKinv. ♦I 

U. S. Steam eu Matt a 

(iff' lioaimkr ft in 

Bri#. (leu. LIST. Pa em eu, 

('onimtutriinj IjfUid ji'amn in Xnrfh Cttrth 
U ENERAI. : I have to inform you that I oim;m 
marie yesterday from -Liu to Widp. m. with all nr 
that out* efforts to capture her were not atieudod \ 

•bScc £l!k< i report, of (he. Secretary uf (In* Nays !<»r is 







MAY 4-JUNE 2, 1864.—Operations on the south side of tl 


SUMMARY OR THE l?Ri:]VCi:P.AL RF 

May 4,1864.—Advance of the Army of the James. 

5- 11,1864.—Kautz’s raid against the Petersburg and 1 

eluding skirmishes at Birch Island Bridgi 
(6th), Stony Creek Station (7th), and J 
White’s Bridge (8th). 

6- 7,1864.—Engagement at Port Walthall Junction and 

7.1864. — Capture of U. S. gun-boat Shawsheon at Tu 

9.1864. —Engagement at Fort Clifton. 

Skirmish at Ware Bottom Church. 

Skirmish at Brandon (or Brawler's) Bridge 1 . 
Engagement at Swift Creek, or Arrowtield 1 

10.1864. —Destruction of Confederate torpedo station, 

Action at Chester Station. 

12-16,1864.—Engagement at Proctor’s Creek and Drowr 
ling). 

12-17,1864.—Kautz’s raid against the Richmond and 1 
eluding skirmish at Flat Creek Bridg< 
(14th). 

16.1864. —Skirmish at Port Walthall Junction. 

17-June 2,1864.—Operations on the Bermuda TTundn 

18.1864. —Skirmish at Foster’s Plantation. 

Skirmish at City Point. 

20.1864. —Skirmish at Ware Bottom Church. 

21.1864. —Skirmish at Fort Powhatan. 

REPORTS, T5TC4 
TUB UNION ARMY. 

No. 1.—Map Gen. Benjamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, com 

of Virginia and North Carolina, <4 operations Ma, 
No. 2.—Return of Casualties in the Union Forties} eommani 
jamin F. Butler, U. S. Army, May 5-SB. 

* Nominal list shows that 8 officers and 49 enlisted men we 
1' Of some of the minor c<indicts noted in this summary no 
are on file; all such are designated in the Index. 

:|:See also references to these operations in Grant’s repori 
of naval co-operation see Annual Report of the Secretary of 
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i n uii'. ) niiiir;, nun ,ni>» t on, i iravv ritilery, Aidnij; 

* HI'u'it, iwhidiie* operation-, May ti .1 tint* 7. 

Map <ii ii. i,'uiui \ A. tiillmutv, F. S. Armi, ruiiiiiiaiiiliiii.'; Tenth Army 
( , u| iijH i.iliiiii . Ma\ ! 

I* 1 *”. Allred !J. Tetri, l’. S. Arim. eoininumliiip; Find IHvision, of 

iijn i.ifiDii'. Mai t‘,’ lii. 

<'ul. .Im .iitia i’,. i ioivetl, Kiv.ht v Ii 111 j i Vnir.i ii auia 1 nl';tttlry, rtimmamliiitf 
Fu d i'.i wade, ul' njii'i at inti ; M;n U in. 
t'.ipi. Menu 1 inker, Thirt ,i it i i it It lliinni-, I nl'anf ry, of opera! ions May 
tl Hi. 

i apt . Kolierl i’. I lit;'. In - 1, Kis-,1 it \ iilth I Viui' a 1 v an ia 1 tifn nl n , i if opera I imt!i 
Mat, lu. 

t nl .In i j>h l,‘. I l.iu li \ , Set imlh <’>iiiiifi-liiait liil'antn , eiiuuiiamliiip; See- 

• •ini Mu-ade, ..I iipi'i.tttnu Mat ‘d dune". 

* ‘"I. I * i 1 1 1 i i li 1 I Miiv i i-, Si \ I li t 'niiiicrt inil 1 nfaiil ri, of upend ioua May'• IU. 
I.i'iit 1 '"I. It.inn-t (lunlniaii, Seienth ( 'niunrl inti Infantry, ol' oper- 
atinii Mai !l i 1. 

Map t ilni rN. Sanford, Neirnlh i “iuniri !inil Infantry, of operation:* May 
Hi ami Hi. 

t apt. Tin'iiinii- li.n uii, Si \ rnth i'■ •iiiii-elinti Inlaul r\, of nper.al intis .Jinn* 
I 

1 .a- nt < ‘**1. .In uali 1, riiitiptnii. Third New Hanipihire Iiifanlry. of nper 
at a in . Mai Si ,1 tine ", 

la>nt. * ‘ni. Tlmtiia . \. 1 i.-ndei ,i.n, New-nth New llainp-dtire iiifnutry,of 

* 'pet a I i“U . Mai H Hi, 

i' ul. dn ejiii i \hl ii ij i, Sr-, rut it \Yu llamp'.Jiire Infant r>, of iiperatiiui'i 
Mai f* HI 

< ‘*1. liatti.M ri.u ted, Kleieiith Mann- Infaiitri, rmuinandin;*, Third Ihi 

• ade, ul up. iat nai . M.n i Hi, 

i ul, duhii It it i., Ti nth t 'i.mieet it *nt f ii la ii 1 1 i , i if opt Ta I ii ni’ i M av i ’« Hi. 

I .nut. t “ul, W in Imi l*. Spni lord, fileieiUlt Maine Infantry, of operations* 
Mai St Hi. 

i'ul. 1'iaini; \. ' i .hiii'ii, Tweiil \ fourth Ma • larluinetfa Infantry, of nper 
lit 0 0 4 M.l l l I ii. 

i'id, t ie.npe Js. I t.ittdt. f tin' hundredth New VorK Infaulry, of operation:* 
Ma\ 7 ami dum- 1 

('apt. Ft.ml, *I ii tun 1., i Hie iitiudredt h New York tufantry. of operation!* 
Mai I M 

t'.ipt \ It t ed !'. ie iei, u e| I, fir I t'•'tuiei't iiait Mattery, of operation.-! May 
'.* Jn 

*' ipt. Zeiia i (U an en, h i I th New det.,ei Mat ten, of operal iomi May Uk 
i 1 tps. t,'«onu‘l,. I..um,dun, Mattery ,11, Fir..I F. S, Arlillert, of opeiatioiiH 
Mai a Jtl, 






8 OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. 0. 


No. 33.—Brig. Gon. Jolin W. Turner, U. S. Anny, commanding Se< 
operations May 13-10. 

No. 33.—Brig. Gen. John W. Turner, U. S. Army, of operations < 
guile May 0—10. 

No. 34.—Col. Samuel M. Alford, Third New York Infantry, on 
Brigade, of operations May 9-16. 

No. 35.—Col. Guy V. Henry, Fortieth Massachusetts Infantry, of 
12-16. 

No. 36.—Col. Harrison S. Fairchild, Eighty-ninth New York Tnfanl 
May 9. 

No. 37.—Col. N. Martin Curtis, One hundred and forty-second I 
try, of operations May 13-16. 

No. 38.—Col. William B. Barton, Forty-eighth. Now York Infant 
Second Brigade, of operations May 7-15. 

No. 39.—Lieut. John Ii. George, Fourth New Jersey Battery, of oj 

No. 40.—Col. Richard White, Fifty-fifth Pennsylvania Tiifa.nl.ry, e< 
Brigade, Third Division, of operations May 9~l(). 

No. 41.—Lieut. Col. Henry Boynton, Eighth Maine Infantry, o 
9-10. 


No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 

No. 


43.—Col. Jeremiah C. Drake, One hundred and twelfth Nov 
commanding Second Brigade, of operations May 6-16. 

43. —Col. Cyrus J. Dobbs, Thirteenth Indiana Infantry, of o| 

44. —Capt. William H. Chaddock, One hundred and twelfth ! 

try, of operations May 4-16. 

45. —Maj.Gen. William F. Smith, 17.S. Army, commanding 

Corps, of operations May 12-16. 

46. —Surg. George. Suckley, U. S. Army, Medical Director, n 

6-16. 


47. —Capt. Preston C. F. West, Aide-de-Camp, of operations 

48. —Lieut. Campbell Tucker, Aide-de-Camp, of operations iV 

49. —James A. Scrymser, Volunteer Aide-de-Camp, of opera,! 

50. Brig. Gen. William T. II. Brooks, 17. S. Army, comma,nd 

of operations May 7-16. 

51- Col. Frederick F. Wcad, Niucly-eighth New York 1 11 l';u i 
First Brigade, of operations May 12-10. 

52.—Brig. Gen.Hiram Burnham, U. S. Army, comma,inline 
of operations May 7-16. 

kieut. Col. Martin B. Smith, Eighth Comiecticiil, Infan 
May 7-16. 

54.—Col. AaronF. Stevens, Thirteenth New I lampsliiro infai 
May 7-10. 


55. —Cob Horace T. Sanders, Nineteenth ’Wisconsin Infan 

Third Brigade, of operations May (2-16. 

56. -Col. Arthur H. Dutton, Twenty-lb'st Connecticut lufa.i 

Third Brigade, of operations May 16. 

57. —Lieut. Col. Thomas F. Burpee, Twenty-hrsf, (Inmmotiei 

erations May 15-16. 


uiosuy, L wenty-hrst Connect bait infa; 


no. Ma,j. 11 mam 
May 25-26. 

59. — Maj. TheodoreIT. Schenck, Third New York Light Arli) 

Artillery Brigade, of operations May 6-16. 

60. —Capt George B. Easterly, Fourth Wisconsin Battery, < 

i-21. •’ ’ 
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No. 01.—Brig. Gen. Godfrey Woitzel, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division, of 
operations May 0-1G. 

No. 02.—Brig. Gen. (dairies A. Heckman, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, 
of operations May 0-7. 

No. 03.—Col. Josiah Pickett, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
May 9-10. 

No. 04.—Lieut. Col. Orson Moulton, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of oper¬ 
ations May G-10. 

No. 05.—Lieut. William Daley, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
May 14-15. 

No. GG.—Lieut. James O’Neill, Twenty-fifth Massachusetts Infantry, of operations 
May 15-16. 

No. G7.—Ca.pt. Henry C. Dwight, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, of oper¬ 
ations May 15-1G. 

No. G8.—Capt. Peter S. Bailey, Twenty-seventh Massachusetts Infantry, of oper¬ 
ations May 15-1G. 

No. 09.—Lieut. Col. James Stewart, jr., Ninth New Jersey Infantry, of operations 
May 15-16. 

No. 70.—Col. Griffin A. Stedman, ;jr., Eleventh Connecticut Infantry, Second Bri¬ 
gade, of operations May 12-16. 

No. 71.—Capt. George E. Ashby, Battery E, Third New York Light Artillery, of 
operations May 12-1G. 

No. 72.—Brig. Gen. Edward W. Hinks.U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, 
of operations May 5-18. 

No. 73.—Col. Joseph B. Kiddoo, Twenty-second U. S. Colored Infantry, First Bri¬ 
gade, of operations May 21. 

No. 74.—Col. Samuel A. Duncan, Fourth U. S. Colored Infantry, commanding Sec¬ 
ond Brigade, of operations Ma.y 18. 

No. 75.—Col. Benjamin F. Onderdouk, First New York Mounted Rifles (unattached 
troops), of operations May 7-19. 

No. 70. — Brig. Gon. August V. Kautz, IT. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Division, 
of operations May 5-17. 

No. 77.—Col. Mimon H. Mix, Third New York Cavalry, commanding First Brigade, 
of operations May 5-10. 

No. 78.—Ma,j. Ferris Jacobs, jv., Third New York Chivalry, commanding First Bri¬ 
gade, of operations May 12-17. 

No. 79.—Maj. J. Stannard Baker, First District of Columbia Cavalry, of oporal ions 
May 5-17. 

No. 80.—Maj. Ferris Jacobs, jr., Third New York Cavalry, of operations May 
5-10. 

No. 81.—Maj. Newton Hall, Third. New York Cavalry, of operations May 12-17. 

No. 82.—Col. Samuel P. Spear, Eleventh Pennsylvania, Cavalry, commanding Sec¬ 
ond Brigade, of operations May 5-17. 

No. 83.—Lieut. Col. Christopher Kleinz, Fifth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations 
May 8. 

No. 81.—Lieut. Col. George Stetzel, Eleventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations' 
May 5-17. 

No. 85.—Col. Henry L. Abliot, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, commanding 
Siege Train and Siege Artillery, of operations May 10-June 4. 

No. 80.—Capt. William G. Pride, First Connecticut Heavy Artillery, of operations 
June 2. 

No, 87.— Col. George W. Cole, Second U. S. Colored Cavalry (unattached), of oper¬ 
ations May 13-15. 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. A NO N. 0. 


U'n,u\ XI.VIH. 


THE CONEEDERA TE - I RM V. 

No . 88.—General G.T.Beauregard,(J.S. Army, commanding Di'parhurnl, of North 
Carolina, and Southern Virginia, of operations May Hi dune 'J. 

No 89.—Maj. Gen. Daniel II.IEH, G. S. Army, of o])era,(ions May Ili. 

No. 90.—Maj. Gen. Robert Ransom, jr.,C. S. Army, commanding I *ep;ir(moot of 
Richmond, of operations May 16. 

No. 91 .— Brig.Gen. SethM.Barton,G.S. Army,commanding brigade, of operation:', 

May 10. 

No. 92.—Col.George K.Griggs,Thirty-eighth Virginia Infantry, of operations May 
0-27. 

No. 93.—Maj. Gen. Robert F. Hoke, C.S. Army, commanding division, of opera! i<.ns 
May 10. 

No. 94.— Lieut.Col.George,C.Cabell,Eighteenth Virginia Infantry, < 'orse'sbrigade, 
of operations May l(i. 

No. 95.—Brig.Gen.BushrodR. Johnson, C.S. Army, commanding brigade. ,,f nper- 
ations May 0-1 i. 

No. 96.—Col. John S.Fulton,Forty-fourth Tennessee Infantry,eominaudiug John- 
son's brigade, of operations May 7. 

No. 97.—Col.R.I-I.Keeble,Twenty-third Tennessee Infantry,muiimmdiug Seven- 
teentliand Twenty-third Tennessee Infantry,<if operations May I 10. 

No. 98.—Capt. William N. James, commanding Twenty-lift h and Forty-fourth Ten 
nessee Infantry, of operations May 10. 

No. 99.—Col. Abraham Fulkerson, Sixty-third Tennessee Infantry, of operniinu". 
May 9. 

No. 100.—Brig. Gen. Johnson IFagood, G.S. Army, commanding brigade, of nprr 
atioiis May 0-10. 

No. 101.—Col. RobortF.Grabam, Twenty-first South < ’arolina Infantry , of operations 
May 0. 

No. 102.—Maj. Gen.Willia.rn Tl. C. Whiting, C.S. Army, commanding division, of 
operations May 10-17. 

No. 103.—Brig. Cen. Henry A. Wise, 0. S. Army, coin maud mg,’ brigade, of ea-aiall i«<; 
May 10-20. 

No. 104.—Capt.George D. Wise, Assistant. Inspector-General, of operations June 

No. 105.—Col. William B.Tal>l>, Fifty-ninth Virginia. Infantry. of opeml ions Mav s. 

No. 106.—Brig. Cen. JamesG.Martin,! !.S. Army, coinnlauding brigade, olYa-andt ie . 
May 20. 

No. 107.—Maj. Alexander W. Stark. Stark’s Battalion Virginia Artillery, of the 
capture of the U. S.gun-boat Shawsheen at Turkey Island. May 7. 

No. 108.—Brig. Gen.Stephen Elliott, jr.,C.S. Army.commanding brigade,of <>per 
ations June 2. 

No. 109.— Capt.W. L.TrcnhoIm,Seventh South Carolina Cnvalrv.nf operation : Mav 
15-16. 

No. 110.—Lieut, Col. Wyatt M. Elliott, Twenly-liCtli Virginia Battalion, ilunton'.. 

brigade, of the capture of the U. S. gun-boat Shaw,-,been at Turley 
Island. 


No. 1. 

Reports of Maj. Gen. Renjminn //’. Hull, r. IK K Ana,/, n,„l. 
ma Department uf Vinjima mat North (h, r „thm. 

May 4-20. ' 1 


’ ‘ tint,-, t 4> I U V, I' I ]'/1 #) 1 1 

Near lirnit uda Lantliny , May 0, lsb(. 

■ (K’ceeiveil 12 in a ui, |(i| h.) 

Onr operations may 1 >o xnnmiod up in a Tow words. Willi ! 
cavalry we have advanced up the i’eniiisida, forced (i„. Chirk; 
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sorm S11 > K Ob' Til K .1 AMISS. 


n 


hominy, :iml have salely bromy'hf them to our present position. 
'I’iii'S!' \s iav colored cavalry, and are now holding our advance pick¬ 
ets toward Richmond, (mm-ral Kamiwilh :i,0(i() ca,va.lry from Sitf- 
lolk, on 1 ho same day with our movement tip Janies R,iver, forced 
I he Black u a!cr, 1 mi rued I lie railroad bridge af Stony (keek, below 
1 ct era burn, euttuii;’ in two Beaurciyard s loree a.f that points and is 
now operating against i 1 ioksford amt Weldon. Wo have huided here, 
intrenched oursel yes, dost royed ninny miles of railroad, and p-ot a 
position which, with proper supplies* wo can hold out against, the 
whole Ml Lees army, i have ordered up flic supplies. .Beaure¬ 
gard. with a. Inre;e portion of ids command, was left, south by fhe 
cut tine; o( tin' railroads by Kant./,. Thai, portion which reached 
J’etersbure; under Hill 1 have whipped to-day, killing; and wounding 
many, and tnkine; many prisoners, after a. severe anil well-contested 
11tylit- (huieral (Irani will not- he troubled with any furl,her re-en- 
fuivements to Lee from Beauregard's force. 

RLNJ, b\ BUTLLR, 

i\lnjor-( frurml. 


Hon. K. M. Stanton, 

Av I't't fitri/ nf li'ur. 


In *i’iito h'lKi.i), ni-:.\k ('hnstkic Station, V'a., 

Muil I’. 1 , 1st: I p. nt. (Vin. Sort. Monroe,) 

(Received l.JI) a. m., Uth.) 

! am now pressing the enemy near h'orl. 1 );t,rlin/.y. I have b(>fore 
mo all the troops from Non It (‘uroliua ami South ('aroiinu that, have 
e,o| up. lleanree.ard';: courier, eupl tired this morning yvoiny;'to Ueu- 
eral lloke, hi eoiiunatul of Bivwry’s BlttlV, had dispat.eh tdia-h .Beau- 
regard would join him an* soon as llm rest of his troops came up. I. 
hu\cleft lleiicral (lilltnotv to hold our iiitroiiehmeufs while (ten- 
eral Smith demon:.I rales upon Drewryund fhe eimm y's lines. While 
t his detmmst ral ion is fpstim; on 1 have sent, (hmeral Kant*/with his 
euvuln force to cut the Hanville railroad near Appomattox Station, 
and perhaps In* can ad\ mice on James River. Will do all 1 can, but 
1 be count ry is a terrible one to operate in. Please communicate this 
to ( hmeral (Iran!, I h* will see af once where we are. 

B. P. BHTLPR, 

i\Idj(>!'••(it nt rul, CumiiKUidituj. 

lion. K. M, Stas ton, 

St rrt In r if of’ If ‘nr. 


<1 MX Is!tA1, BlTM-Ilt'S 1 FkA IK,)! r ARTI5UK, 

Muj/ H, iSlfl. (Received H.JU p. Ill,) 

()n Tluir::da\, May P.’, as slated in tuy Iasi dispatch, I sent mil. (leu- 
era 1 Kant /, wit h orders, to c<nt the t )a ttvi lie road, t horotiyflily destroy the 
ir«m bride,e aero:.-. 1 lie A ppomatl o\. ami then, if possible, to cut the 
canal on t In* Janie.; the nnl\ remaim'np; line of transport at ion to 
Richmond and I hence to cross Iho A ppi unuliox and cut the Weldon 
railroad af 11 iek.J’urd, so as to imprison {.1 m* I rausporfafion between 
Jlick f>>rd and Stony (‘reek, where i! was obliged to he massed be¬ 
cause of t be former cut t iny; at-the hatter plan*. To prevent. Ivautz 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. ( 1 . 


['OrrAi'. xlvhi. 


being interrupted or followed until at least ho was we’ll advanced, 
and to concentrate tlio troops ontliis connuaml. that were nnuvliing 
round from Petersburg, so that tlicy should not lv-enforce Lee, I 
marched my whole column, leaving a force of observation upon I,lie 
enemy at Petersburg, and made demonstration, upon (.lm intrenched 
lines of the enemy around Drewry’s Bluff, and remaim'd before fhoni 
until I learned from the Richmond press that General Kauly, Imd cut 
the railroad at Coalfield and had safely arrived at the bridge over 
the Appomattox. Meanwhile we had assaulted and carried I he first 
line of the enemy’s works which extonds fromDrewry'sBln(V over 
the railroad and around to Manchester. On Monthly morning 
about sunrise the enemy, having received re-enforcements which 
made them then equal to my command, taking advantage of a very 
thick fog, made an attack upon the right of General .Smiths line, 
and forced it hack in some confusion and with considerable loss. As 
soon as the fog lifted General Smith’s lines were established and 
the enemy was driven hack to his original, lines. The troops having 
been on incessant duty for five days, tliroo of which were in a raiin 
storm, I retired at leisure within my own lines. At the same lime 
with the attack upon my front the enemy made an attack upon I he 
forces guarding my rear from Petersburg, in. an endeavor to get pos¬ 
session of my intrenched lmes. The attack was handsomely ivpn Ised 
We hold the railroad between Petersburg and Richmond. Prison¬ 
ers inform us that Davis and Bragg were present in person 

BENJ. If. BUTLER, 

Major-Uencral, ( toiuiiiainfin<j. 

Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


Headquarters in the Field, May is, isni. 

(Via Pori, Monroe, lUtli.) 

(Received TAA a. m.) 

Geneial Kautz returned last night to (!ity Peintwitli his com- 
rnmul. He cut the I.iuivillo railroad al, (InalHeld Nl.al.ion, |W- 
n.itan, and Chula Stations, burning depot, water-tanks and two 
freight trams and a locomotive, with large quantity of commissary 
and other stores ; then, crossing below, cut flm ‘IViersburo- •mil 
Lynchburg Railroad at Wilson’s, Wellville, and Blacks and Whiles 
Stations, destroying switches, tanks, station-houses, and the inek 

?>u<^ ’ 1 t]ie31 ’- c 7 KHill ^n° P,,i, ' 1 ‘ slj|,1 T’ Weldon 

loan at Janatt s Station, again burned the water-lank newly built 

since the former cutting, tore up the track and destroyed till 

some ot which had been relaid, although much twisted’ hv the (ire 

from 0 Rn 006 ^ 111 * e ? )0dit j. <m * Th " are’ now nmv- 

3 a ,lon . l J Ri^nnond m largo lorceto c.imr the turnnike •m.l 
lailioad opposite my position, so as to repair it. We ] n vc c-nd n'red 

111811 md tJl0 CJh;u ‘ 1, ‘ M(l ° 11 (Hoiilli <Jai-oliila) <Jit.y 


Hon. E. M. Stanton, 

Secretary of War. 


nr . lb E. BUTLER. 

Mayor-Mi vrrul, ( i oiu.iu<nnlitaj. 


fit u MA 111 I 


StiP'i'ij SI UK OK Til K -1 AMKS. 


1 


f I a \ e 1 «'• 
i'll "ill 1 111 

Wal S.iT. .. 

11 >r .i j" >n11 
i'll*' id m\ 
I’l'i Jlli’ T.M 1. 


Ill ri.Kifs 11 ka|h ( U AILTKKS, Min/ -'JK |H!1| |0p. U l. 

(1 ii\ (•«t in a,. in., a* 1st.) 

, !1 iit.T nil day. Kncim are eiid<*n verim; 1 Inclose in 

u ' i ’ ^ r • li'di held mi. Have t•;11H nri*( 1 rebel (iinicmi 
1 1 1 \;s ■ t i ""j» Sheridan is ;i( While limise and inis seal. 

dnd'.e, \\ 11 ie 11 1 iia\e I urwa rdeil Idm. I la vc also seiil, 
arm} .".nn bmil ; with launches up I !n • Kappnliaiiuock, ;i„s 


SKi in.i \in nr 1 W \k. 


l'\ lillTUOli 


Nn, v. 


/ e f " 11 1,1 ( l ‘i ■■ ihii ■ ;> ■; ni t/i, ( tilnll l'\n'r, s, ruifUlhl Ihh (/ hjf Muj, (hi), 
l' 1 r ‘ '!;n>> /•. 1,'nfl, r, l . S. \ rmif {rum}>i/c </ from ninuinttl lists of 

> e-a.-. a'» a I. fin ca, ,1 c. ), ]/.!// A l', \ , 

I'" -:i ’■ 1,1 ■ ,-i >’■ 1:1 ni. .’. .tti i Khit i\|.n m, |'<n( W.ilMmll and ('lii-.iri' Sliulmi 

* «':• ii ' .las i .ill . M.itii-u .in* I \\ hit.-’ , |irntr.p l.M In, SuHM 'i. t!., ul’ 

• >' ' 11 •• i* 1 l ' i ii i'-ii • i"lh 1 a<-• at•< ein-l. .m.i lii.-unt'. l'.luii'.. Itarlinjt 

*' ■’ in- i > • 11 • nr >i rii'il:! .iiili., I’.i'ti-i . 1 Utui.iiiiiu ilMhi, Wmv Uuiiuin 

* I • • l*. : ' ‘ '’'li.lll ■ ' H h • I ll ! lllll. 1 1 I I lllhll > . 1 ! ( I .III . ,v |. I I , i'll ’1 (',1 ! | 



!!t> ' 1 .unl 1 I.m A I h\ > .mu . u civ Iruijiunu tl\ uiraiii/t’il Min HU »»• the 

11 .U.I 111 . I mi., I I lit. < *Lfi> VtU(\ I '«<! I> ..amt iii uidiiiiit'ii inililUierHuni I'l'em t '«*!«I 
Ii >;■ , I" af J, j. :,*> I t.f nifiUii/.uliMU el' ihitli’r’f, I'uiiiaiainl in (lie field 

Md t *, I ■*»!, i » !\?jf f, |! If*, 


14 


OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N.. C. 


[Chap. XLVIII. 


Return of Casualties in the Union forces, (fee.*—Continued. 


Command. 


Artillery. 

Connecticut Light, 1st Battery- 
New Jersey Light, 5th Battery 
3d United States, Battery E*.. 


Total artillery. 

Total First Division. 

SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. John. W. Turner. 

First Brigade. 

Col. Samuel M. Alford. 

40t,h Massachusetts. 

3d New York. 

8!)th New York. 

117th New York. 

143d New York. 

Total First Brigade. 

Second Brigade. 

Col. William B. Barton. 

47th New York. 

48th New York. 

115th New York. 

70th Pennsylvania. 

Total Second Brigade. 

Artillery. 

New Jersey Light, 4th Battery. 

1st United States, Battery B .'. 

1st United States, Battery D. 

Total artillery. 

Total Second Division. 

THIRD DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Adelbert Ames. 

First Brigade. 

Col. Richard WniTE.f 
Col. Louis Bell. 

Col. Henry R. Guss.t 


8th Maine. 

4th New Hampshire.. 

55th Pennsylvania. 

97tli Pennsylvania.. 

Total First Brigade.. 

Second Brigade. 

Col. Jeremiah C. Drake. 

13th Indiana. 

9th Maine. 

113tli New York. 

109 th New York. 

Total Second Brigade.. 


Killed. 


134 


54 


38 


93 


Wounded. 


28 


27 


937 


Captured or 
missing. 


33 

90 

80 

119 


334 


592 


143 

86 

147 

177 


553 


307 j 1,412 


57 


20 


91 


30 

85 

159 


290 


97 

GG 

0 

8!) 

119 


377 


01 

115 

100 

144 


■120 


808 


198 

182 

341 

237 


958 


172 

112 

35 

119 


438 


* Transferred from Third Division May 21. 
■\ Captured May 1G. 
i Assumed command May 16, 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C. 


[Ciiai*. XLVIII. 


Ret urn of Casualties in the Union forces , tOc.—Continued. 


Command. 


Artillery Brigade. 

Maj. THEODORE H. SCIIENCK. 


Wisconsin Light, -itli Battery, 
•itli United States, Battery L . 
oth United States, Battery A. 


Killed. 


Total Artillery Brigade. 

Total First. Division. 

.SECOND DIVISION. 

Brig. Gen. Godfrey Weitzel. 
Brig. (ten. John H. Martin rale . 11 

First Brigade. 

Brig. (.ten. ('haulms A. Heckman. t 
Brig. (ten. Georcie J. Stannard. 


Wounded. 


(Vi}>l nred or 
missing. 


Staff. 

123d Massaeluisol t,s 
Until Massachusetts. 
UVtli Massachusetts. 
'Jth New Jersey.... 


Total FirsL Brigade. 

Second Brigade. 

C'oI. Griffin A. Stedman, Jr. 
Brig.Gen. Isaac J. Wistaii.J 
Col. Griffin A. Stedman, Jr.§ 


1 It) 
70 
1511 


Ilth Connecticut. 

~d New Hampshire ... 
lUth New Hampshire.. 
Mtftli New York. 


Total Second Brigade. 

Artillery Brigade. 

Capt. Frederick M. Follktt. 


New York Light, 7th Battery .. 

3d New York Light, Battery E .. , 
1st .Rhode Island Light, Battery F 
4th United States, Battery D. 


Total ArLillery Brigade. 
Total Second Division.. 


third division. 

Brig. Gen. Edward W. IIinks. 

First Brigade. 

Brig. Gen. Edward A. Wild. 


Staff. 

1 st U. S. Colored Troops W.'. 
10th U. S. Colored Troops . . 
~~d U. S. Colored Troops .... 
ci'th U. S. Colored Troops 


Total First Brigade 


lilt 

17 

nn 

no 

175 


I! 
11 
id 

:n 

5HU 


"■Assumed command May 30. 
T Captured May Id. 

:|: Assumed command May 7. 
£ Resumed command May lb. 
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OPERATIONS IN BE. VA. AND N. C. 


LCiur. XLVIII. 


j Return of Casualties in the Union forces, etc. —Continued. 


Command. 

Ki 

t/5 

*■« 
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o 

11(5(1. 

B 

r'l 

Woi 

U 1 
QJ ! 

o 

aa 

O 

luded. 

ri 

OJ 

rD 

mij 

rf) 

Oj 

O 

SE 

o 

nred or 

isiiig. 

$ 

i 

Aggregate. j 

UNATTACHED CAVALRY. 
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3 





l 

o 

i 




is 





1 -i 




l 

4 

i 

7 




PONTONIERS. 




- 

L:: 

” - 


Capt. John Pickering, Jr. 








Massachusetts Heavy Artillery, 13th Company.... 








Total Army of the James. 

j ar 

r.w 

171 

ii.o'JH 

40 

1, .741) 

!), ms 


OFFICERS KILLED OR MORTALLY WOUNDED. 
CONNECTICUT. 


Lieut. George Metcnll', 1st Battery. 
Capt. Horatio D. Eaton, (5th lufantry. 
Capt. JavP. Wilcox, (ith Infantry. 
Lieut. William T. Bradley, (5th Infantry. 
Lieut. Frank Hull, 7th Infantry. 


Lieut. Charles A. Wood, 7th Infantry. 
Capt. John McCall, Nth Infantry. 

Lieut. Levi C. Bingham, 'Sib 'Ini'anlry. 
Lieut. Alfred M. Goddard, Slh Infantry 
Col. Arthur II. Dutton, 21st Infantry. 


DISTRICT OR COLUMBIA. 


Lieut. Henry W. Jackson, 1st Cavalry. 

ILLINOIS. 

Capt. James Wigktman, 39th Infantry. | Lieut. Joseph D. Walker, 39th Infantry. 

INDIANA. 


Lieut. Alfred Bawdy, 13th Infantry. 
MAINE. 

Lieut. William Brannon, 11th Infantry. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Lieut. Col. John G. Chambers, 23d In¬ 
fantry. 

Lieut. Richard P. Wheeler, 23d In¬ 
fantry. 

Lieut. Edgar Clough, 24th Infantry. 


Lieut. Mason A. Rea., 24th Infantry. 
Lieut. Cl nudes G. Ward, 24 th Infantry. 
Lieut.Charles E. Upton, 25th Infantry. 
Capt. Charles D. Ban ford, 27th Infantry. 
Lieut. Pliny Wood, 27tli Infantry. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 


Capt. James H. Platt, 2d Infantry. 
Capt. Henry C. Ayer, 3d Infantry. 
Capt. Richard Ela, 3d Infantry. 


Lieut. Eugene J. Button, 3d Infantry. 
Ma;j. Charles W. Sawyer, 4th Infantry. 
Lieut. John A. Eaton, 10th Infantry, 


NEW JERSEY. 


Col. Abram Zabriskie, 9th Infantry. 
Capt. Edwin S. Harris, 9th Infantry. 


Capt. Joseph B. Lawrence, 9th Infantry. 
Lieut. Edward S. Carroll, 9th Infantry. 
















chap. \I-VIII.1 


SuUTIl SIi».. 
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Iv tuni of < 'uunaltivs in the lotion For t,s\ AY.—Cunlinued. 
NKW YORK. 


Lieut, .lulm M; i \ i < ';i valrv. 

Lit til. ( lei T'.m■ 1,. Srlilortulufll', lilh In¬ 
fantry . 

I .ii - n t. .lulm A.Stnilli, lillt 1 u l:i u t r\. 

I 'apt, Samuel ll.Mn-.iT. |s( 1 1 1 tit a ui ry. 
(apt. Walter 11. Hi-tiPilirl, lH>(1 1 litl'an 
I r\. 

Lent. \lhmt !'■. 1 ’lu'l|i!)S| It 1 ii I‘:i n i . 

1 .ii-ul. <f:ttm-. 11. I‘ti•! h' ll, I With 1 nl ry . 
Limit. N.-.iii- 11. 11 1 * \ I, UHHh Infantry. 


Lieut.. Col. Kliiil l 1 ’. ('arpenter, lL2t.li In¬ 
i': ui ley. 

C;t|>(. (Jei)i'”e W. Lrij;'hutn, 1 I'i'tli lu- 
f:t 11 1 ry. 

Lieut. William (’. ('a.sselman, 1171.1 1 ln- 
I'ant ry. 

(';t|i(. .lulm S.Slone, IlNllt Infantry. 

Lieut. William 11. Stevenson, I lHt.li ltl 
I'ant ry. 

Lieut. Kil^ar M. Wiut;', lIHIli Inrun try. 

Lieut.. Walter S. Linlsall, MHMIt lul‘aMtry. 


Dlll'i. 

('apt. (leer.e,e Kmer.mi, tilth Inl'antry. I Limit. .Inlut C. Coeltrane, ti'i'tli 1 nl'aiilry. 
1 ,tent .(iem'y.e M. Untlanl,(LUi lul'aittry. I Limit, Henry M. Walliek, ti'il-lt Infantry. 


l’I’.N NSY IA A NI A. 


Lieut, 1 laniel 11, Sehi'is IT. 1 Ith Cavalry. Lieut, Isaac Suwlms, 1171 Ii Infantry. 
Lieut, John 11. Lanihart, .lath Infantry. (‘apt. [lirani k. Sliinkel, |SS|.h lnfant.ry. 
t ’apt. .)ui nil .1. Yuiine,, .tlth Infant ry. 

i . i 'oi.oKKP tki tops. 

1 at ilt. Tlmmas L. Mains, *2(1 Cavalry. 


Nu. 


Jfthtrn of ('naihiliit a in lln (’liinn Ifirrr ,S\ ronunnnitrtf hi/ Mnj. Urn. 
ihnjonnn b\ Unlit r , S. Anna, June 1 11. 

fi ’• 1 i r <mu immliiitl ll’it'i el' i-.c.iui tl ip’i, nil tti'it.'i, At. 1 


(’> mi lis t ll> 1 . 


| i ( ’.innrrt it ui u \ \rl ill<-i > 
t.f ti l 'iililtit'l ii lit JlilituliV 

, lit t ’i.iihi’i I ii'ul Inr.tiu i v 
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1 It Ii tiifimf i v' 

It h Mic .i.-tiiriill-i I'.iwilry. la UitU.ilt'ni 
a,t Nett ttiuiil'' lllu' tiiliml i V 
, Ui Xrv. iturn}'* tun- tutiintiy 

1.1 Xt it S ■<) 1. M.iiiti!«'U Hilt*' • 
i,. i It i thin J lifutii v> 

:.th I '< itiea n juiiii ( lutilia 
Itili r. iu.’h H .ttiin < 'at nli i 
.14 Ulii'.li* t-ilm.it Artllh'i v, Unu.-ry C 
l a ( S i'iili*t>’.t i 'ntiili v 
„'.| V S CntiiO 4 I’.tV.lltV 

lilt. t‘ ,‘i i *i >|..» *-< l llll.llltl't 


Killi- 


\S' i n ii n tei!. 


( hii >111 l'i*il nr 
uiiM.iiii';. 
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ina 
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as 

•ta 
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T-it.il 


i j '.‘i i m : iai 

I I 




* Limit, (‘i.I, Wm ,lo\v 1'. Sjioll'iiril, lllli Maine, un>rtally wonuile<t .J line J, nntl Lieut, 
Atliert W. Fe'llnu.H, :iu(h lllumin, killed June U. 
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OPERATIONS IN SE. VA. AND N. C 


No. 4. 

Report of Capt. Lemuel B. Norton , U. 8. Army, Ch 
Department of Virginia and North Carolina, inc 
April 19- June 14. 

Hdqrs. Dept. Virginia and North Cai 
Office of the Chief Signa 

Se m 

Major : I have the honor to submit the folhn 
operations of the signal detachment in this dep* 
19th of April to the 31st of August, 1864, includi' 
campaign on the James River : 

On the 19th of April, in obedience to Special Ord 
graph 51, War Department, Adjutant-General’s Of 
I assumed command of this detachment as chief s 
department. Upon reporting to the chief of staf 
that active operations would soon be commenced, 
once prepare my corps for important service. ( 
work then being performed by the detachment 
eight signal stations were in operation in tlie Distk 
lina and six in the District of Virginia. Those of t 
general commanding our forces at New Berne cot 
all parts of his picket-line and with three forts de: 
Whenever the enemy threatened or attacked our li 
of New Berne the signal communication establish! 
of the utmost importance, enabling the commandi: 
ily concentrate his forces at the point of attack, jv 
the line defensible by a less number of men than i 
have required. Four of the stations in the Distric 
stituted a line of signals which connected the left 
intrenchments south and west of Portsmouth witl 
of Brigadier-General Heckman, who commanded 
case of an assault the signal communication thus 
have materially assisted "in the defense. There w* 
Yorktown and one at Gloucester Point commun 
other, and by means of which during an attack * 
the fire of the batteries located at the other could 1 
against the enemy. The same two stations wei 
ployed each day in the transmission of olficial di 
larly after the concentration of the Eighteenth 
Yorktown and the Tenth at Gloucester Point. In 
tachment might be rendered in the highest degree ? 
the anticipated active campaign, more officers, sig 
and equipments, transportation, clothing, camp'; 
page, and quartermaster’s stores were needed and 
cers (second lieutenants) were procured from regin 
ance of Circular Orders of April 21,1804, lieadqiu 
of Virginia and North Carolina, and placed unc 
signal duty. Two signal officers, who had been on 
were directed to renort t me loi e bv the com mar 





Kinks’ signal officer immediately occupied the em 
from there opened communication with general 
board the Greyhound and with other boats as th 
After the capture of City Point we then ascended 
mile to Bermuda Hundred, which was occupied 
the remainder of the Eighteenth Corps. During t 
5th general headquarters remained on the Greyl 
communication was had with the troops on shore, 
and the different headquarters still on boats in the 
’ Early on the morning of May 6 an officer was i 
old rebel signal station at Bermuda, and commur 
once from it to General Hanks’ headquarters at 
advance of the forces under Maj. Gen. W. F. Smit 
Port Walthall, his signal officer occupied a rebel 
Hillj which was abandoned on our approach, and 
communication with City Point, and through th 
eral headquarters on board the Greyhound. On t 
signal officer at Wilson’s Wharf accompanied a d 
First U. S. Colored Troops, which captured the rc 
party and equipments at Sandy Point, on the Ja 
enemy's signalist made an armed defense, and the t? 
and 3*of his men were killed before the surrender 
record of all the dispatches and reports sent and 
that rebel station was captured and forwarded to 
general. It was noticed that while our fleet was a 
on the 5th of May the enemy’s stations on both si< 
engaged in reporting our movements until the ve 
capture of the City Point station, when their line 1 
severed. The Sandy Point station alluded to abov 
thus cut off from the terminus, and it would nevi 
tured had not the sergeant in charge placed a too li 
upon his orders, which were to remain at his post 
by the Yankees. ” Signal communication was kept 
between the flag-ship of Admiral Lee and gene 
On the 7tli an officer was sent to Turkey Bend 
rary intermediate station between the flag-ship Mi 
moved up the James to CuiTs Keck and generr 
the Greyhound. Through this lire Admiral L( 
official report (to the Navy Department and to the : 
ing) of the loss of the gun-boats Shawsheen and ( 
the former having been destroyed by a rebel batte 
by a rebel torpedo. On the same day, the Tenth . 
ing taken a position with its right resting on 
opposite Farrar’s Island, a station of observation 
the Curtis house, near that point, and an office 
watch the rebel signal stations on the north bank of 
Drewry’s and Ball’s Bluffs batteries. His observat 
to Major-General Gillmore. On May 8, the army 
gone up the Appomattox River to protect the 
communication was opened between the flag-shi] 
ham and the Cobb’s Hill station, near General Sn 
Butler’s headquarters, which latter was moved int 
afternoon of this day. On the 9th a reconnais 
ward Petersburg was made by Hinks’ division fro 
communication by signals was kept up between tl 





On tlie 20tli also abont 3,000 of the enemy’s cavalry, nuclei* Fitz- 
hugh Lee, attacked Wild’s brigade at Wilson’s Wharf, and during 
the light, which lasted from 2 till G p. in., the signal officer at that 
post directed the fire of the gun-boats upon the enemy and kept up 
constant communication with Fort Powhatan, 7 miles distant, and 
where was located the nearest force that could afford assistance, if 
necessary. For these services then rendered the signal officer and 
his party received the thanks of the general commanding the post. 
On the 2oth a code for rocket alarm signals was devised by Major- 
General Smith and his signal officer, and rockets furnished by this 
department to be used along our picket-line incase the enemy should 
make any demonstration at night. The same code and system was 
adopted by General Gillmore on the 26th for the right of the line, 
and his pickets were also furnished with rockets. On the 27tli, by 
consent of the chief of staff, 3 signal officers were relieved from the 
Tenth Army Corps and assigned to duty with the mobile column of 
Major-General Smith, who had at that time but 1 signal officer in 
his new command of 20,000 men, and who requested that he be fur¬ 
nished with 3 more. On the 30th I accompanied the general com¬ 
manding to a point on the Appomattox, opposite Port Walthall, and 
enabled him by means of signals to direct the fire of Spring Plill 
Fort upon the railroad at Walthall Junction. On the 31st abont 
700 of the enemy attacked Duncans brigade, posted at Spring* Hill, 
on the south bank of the Appomattox, and the signal communica¬ 
tion previously established between the two sides of the river was 
maintained and called into constant requisition throughout the 
fight. During this short engagement the commanding general occu¬ 
pied a position at Point of "Rocks, and a station was there opened 
communicating across the river with the officer commanding at 
Spring Hill and with the commander of the gun-boats in the stream. 
The attack was repulsed in a few hours and the enemy retired. 

In the District of North Carolina the same signal stations were 
operated during the month of May that were found there when I 
assumed command, and nothing beyond the usual routine of signal 
duty transpired until the 20th, when the station built across the rail¬ 
road track at Batch elders Creek was destroyed by the accidental ex¬ 
plosion of some torpedoes, which it is supposed were being carelessly 
handled from the cars beneath the signal station. By that accident 
2 flagmen were killed and 1 wounded. 

During the month of June the following changes were made in 
the signal stations already established, and" the following new ones 
opened and operated : The station at Bermuda Hundred, which for 
over a month afforded the only rapid means of communication had 
between that place and City Point, was discontinued on the 13th be¬ 
cause of a telegraph line having been extended between the two 
points mentioned. Considerable official business between the quar¬ 
termaster’s department and General Hulks’ command, and between 
the commanding general and General Hinks, was, during the exist¬ 
ence of the Bermuda station, transacted over its signal line. The 
stations previously established at Battery No. 1 and the Curtis 
house were removed on June 11, the former to General Terry’s new 
headquarters, which he had changed from Curtis’ house to a camp 
in the woods, 1 mile to the rear of Battery G, and the latter to a 
tower, 50 feet high, at the water battery, which was built for pur¬ 
poses of observation and to facilitate communication with the gun- 
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transports. Signal communication was opened between < 
l0 i-U and brigade headquarters while moving* up the J 
and kept up until our arrival at Bermuda Hundred. D 
and moved out to the front May 0. 

Established a station of observation at the Curtis h 
a. m. of the 7th, keeping watch on Drewry's Bluff, Ball’ 
teries, and three of the enemy's signal stations on the n< 
the Janies River. The latter were discontinued the next 
of Richmond was also visible, and steamers could be tra 
course up and down the James River. On the 9th our a 
out to destroy the Petersburg and Richmond Railroad. 
ing the turnpike signal communication was establish 
General Terry’s headquarters at Chester Station and Gfe' 
headquarters near Port Walthall Junction, as shown by . 
ing* map also having* two stations of observation com 
tjd^ect with General Gilhnore’s headquarters. On retu 
Swift Creek on the 10th signal communication betwe 
Turner, commanding rear guard, and his rear skirmish 1 
up. In the a. m. of the 11th signal communication a 
was established from General Ames’ headquarters, near 
3, to General Terry’s headquarters at the Curtis hous 
Admiral ^Lee’s flag-ship in the James River. 

The injury I received in being thrown from my horse 
ing of May 8, aggravated by the subsequent fatigue an 
induced a fever, which on the 11th of May placed me un 
geon’s care, remaining in my quarters until May 20. T] 
this fall I am not free from yet. 

On the 12tli this force moved toward Fort Darling, my 
assigned as before. Lieutenant Cross taking charge. r J 
worked May 15 and 1G, as shown by the accompanying 
nearly all under fire at different times. The force retu 
place in the evening* of the IGth, and the stations at th» 
reopened. During the assaults on our works May 20 sig 
mention was opened from Batteries Nos. 1, 3, and G wit 
via.Curtis 5 house, and with each other, to enable the the tc 
w 1 li cl i comniunication has since been uninterrupted. Mj 
inspection on the 25th and found the stations, equipnn 
fair condition, except the glasses in possession of most 
cers, which were poor. These have now been excham 
ones. 

On the 2Gth Captain Norton having furnished me 
rockets, they were sent to our picket-line to be used ii 
at Lack. On the 27th 3 officers and 9 men of this pa/ 
Special Orders, No. 21, headquarters Department of A 
North Carolina, transferred to the Eighteenth Army Go¬ 
to the sickness of Lieutenants Clemens and Roberts it b 
wary to discontinue the station at Battery No. G, but it ^ 
on the 31st. 


The^ stations now being worked by my party are as 
Curtis’ house, communicating with Admiral Lee’s flag 
J junes River and with Batteries Nos. 1 and 3, also used 
of observation; at Battery No. 1, to enable the signal o 
tery No. 3 to direct No. 1's fire; at Battery No. 3, commin 
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|Thai*. XIA’UL 
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bank of (hr Appomatt ox “River, via- Battery No. <*>. thence to Sprina; 
Hill. The accompany ini*; map* shows I he slat ions worked by this 
party, also I hose with which we are in comninnirai ion. 

I take pleasure in stating that 1 have 1 h i < o! a hly semude< 1 in all 
my efforts since leaving Urn Department of tin* South, each and 
ovary ollicer and man hawing dona his whole duty nobly, nearly 
awry station heina; worked under tiro frequently, aaininu; ninrh 
praiso fi'om t ho rommandiiR»* otlirer. 1 lav ini;* suffered from ill health 
almost continually since lea.vini;' the Department of t hr South, 1 ap¬ 
plied for a.ml rtn*tdu 1 leave of absence to go North for thirty days, 
leaving this department June ID. 

1 have tin* honor to hr, sir, vrrv respectfull\\ vours, 

<!.' S.* DANA, 

(*u})la in , Nitpiul Dor/cv, l \ S. Arnnj. 

Oapi. L. P>. Norton, 

Chitj' tiiipml Officer, f)( pi. of Ho. tun! X. (\ 


.No. r>. 


lit poii of Lit of. tfi/l router />. I\tr!rnhjr, Snjnol (*orps, l . S. Arintj, 

of opera/ions Mop \l 


Hooks. Third Division, isth Armv Dorrs, 

("ihj Point, It., Mop to, lsill. 

Captain*. 1 have the honor lo make the following rrport of oper¬ 
ations during yesterday, May i> : 

1 accompanied (Seueral J links on a reconnaissance toward 1 Vters- 
hurii*, Ya., taking* with inc 1 Harman, i endeavored from several 
[joints to discover the position of Ornrral \V. P. Smith and to com- 
inunit-ado with him, hut he was not at any time in si^ht. (ieneral 
(*raham moved up the Appomattox River with his «'um boats. 
When he name within ran^’e of the rebel battery railed Port Clifton 
it opened on his boats. (ieneral llinks brought his force into posi • 
t.ion in sio*ht of "the battery. The ”*uu-boats n*plied with apparently 
some effect, but as the enemy occupied a very elevated position, he 
had a decided advantage. 

The following messages passed between (ieneral 11 inks and ( em¬ 
end (i raham by signal, there. being a signal sergeant wit h the latter 
otlieei* : 


(ieueral IIINKS: 

1 lit ve you hoard anything from Smith? 


l.ao i». m. 


UUAIIA M. 

(ivuvrnl. 


(jeneral Uraiiam 
No. 


1IINKS, 

< tracml. 


{ a »* % i »»•* 1 1 111 v t."« 


v. m. 



um„ ami at with tlie station at City Point, and returned to old 
an.-L..map at 11.30a. m. June 10. The admiral changed his flagship 
t., gnn-Wtt Malvern ISth June. Changed station on the 19th t<. in >n- 
elad ami directed firing against rebel rams; and again, June J, 1 
station, on the iron-clad Onondaga, directed and reported shots 
l.v signals sent by Lieutenant Bruyn from shore from 10.30 a. in. 
until 5 p. m.. the enemv having retired, when I clianged to the Mai- 


Vern again. . 

June I was ordered to iron-clad Canonicus to remain until the 
flag-ship returned, and returned at dark; and again on tlie 2<Sth in¬ 
stant I was ordered to Canonicus. 

During the month I have sent over 100 official messages, and was 
constantly on duty either at signaling Or practicing with 2 naval 
officers in order to assist me in case of any emergency. Said officers 
were iirst taught by Captain Howard while in the west. At tho 
same time I was suffering with an illness which I had had for thirty 
days previous, reading and sending messages under a cross-lire from 
the battery above us and the rams in our rear, and received the 
thanks of all naval officers with [sic] for the prompt and great as¬ 
sistance which was rendered during the month, by onr system of sig¬ 
nals. I would also like to report Private Sweet as a man entitled to a. 
hrst class, he having proved himself as superior in watching and re¬ 
porting enemy's movements from the masthead, and attention to 
dutiesand great care of signal equipments; and also that as the 
enemy s movements up the river cannot he seen from the vessels lyhig 
in the river, great importance is attached to the station in charge 
of Lieutenant Bruyn. 

And hoping that my efforts meet with your approval, I am, &c. ? 
very respectfully, your obedient servant, 


H. W. BENSON, 

^ _ Lieutenant and Signal Officer. 

Capt, L. B. Norton, 

Chief Signal Officer , Dept, of Va. and K C . 


No. 8. 

Report of Lieut. Julius M. Swain, Signal Corps, U. S. Army, oi 

operations May 1-31. ' ‘ 

, r Headquarters Wild’s Brigade, 

* llson s Landmg, James River, Va., May 31, 18<>4. 

tlie official message* 
y -“ d ’* ritl1 “ theMlowi "* 

FOTt'Seno' e on S fbp°lW nfft iU T> an ! * was in c ^ ar S e of the station al 
sS I remrtefi m® Port “h defenses. On the 4tli in- 

artels that i° Y T 

dutv witli Brigadier-GenpAuGLf 1H k ’C ’ 110 a ® si g ned me tc 

Thii-d Divirfon Eighteenth ^ Cor™f imledfately SjfrtlS 

M°tl. Jo™.,, m4 %1, 

eie mounted. On the morning of the 



